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 Doctrinal Statement 

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
We teach that the Bible is God’s written revelation to man, and thus the sixty-six books 
of the Bible given to us by the Holy Spirit constitute the plenary (inspired equally in all 
parts) Word of God (1 Corinthians 2:7-14; 2 Peter 1:20-21). 

We teach that the Word of God is an objective, propositional revelation (1 Thessalonians 
2:13; 1 Corinthians 2:13), verbally inspired in every word (2 Timothy 3:16), absolutely 
inerrant in the original documents, infallible, and God-breathed. We teach the literal, 
grammatical-historical interpretation of Scripture which affirms the belief that the opening 
chapters of Genesis present creation in six literal days (Genesis 1:31; Exodus 31:17). 

We teach that the Bible constitutes the only infallible rule of faith and practice (Matthew 
5:18; 24:35; John 10:35; 16:12-13; 17:17; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 
Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:20-21). 

We teach that God spoke in His written Word by a process of dual authorship. The Holy 
Spirit so superintended the human authors that, through their individual personalities and 
different styles of writing, they composed and recorded God’s Word to man (2 Peter 
1:20-21) without error in the whole or in the part (Matthew 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:16). 

We teach that there is only one meaning of Scripture, the meaning which the author, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, intended his audience to hear. We also teach that 
it is the responsibility of every believer to ascertain carefully the true meaning and intent 
of Scripture. That meaning can be understood today as one diligently applies the literal, 
grammatical, historical/cultural method of interpretation (hermeneutic) under the 
enlightenment of the same Holy Spirit (John 7:17; 16:12-15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-15; 1 John 
2:20). Note: Nothing in this hermeneutic determines the meaning of the text; that 
meaning was determined when the author spoke or penned the words. This hermeneutic 
serves only to inform our understanding. 

We teach that Scripture is God’s Word for all generations. Only from the correct 
understanding of the intended meaning can we: 1) discover the commands which God 
gives us to obey; or 2) discern the timeless principles which endure as relevant to, 
authoritative over, and applicable for our lives today. The truth of Scripture forever 
stands in judgment of men; never do men stand in judgment of it. 

GOD 
We teach that there is but one living and true God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 45:5-7; 1 
Corinthians 8:4), an infinite, all-knowing Spirit (John 4:24), perfect in all His attributes, 
one in essence, eternally existing in three persons–Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
(Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14)–each equally deserving worship and obedience. 
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God the Father 
We teach that God the Father, the first person of the Trinity, orders and disposes all 
things according to His own purpose and grace (Psalm 145:8-9; 1 Corinthians 8:6). He is 
the creator of all things (Genesis 1:1-31; Ephesians 3:9). As the only absolute and 
omnipotent ruler in the universe, He is sovereign in creation, providence, and 
redemption (Psalm 103:19; Romans 11:36). His fatherhood involves both His 
designation within the Trinity and His relationship with mankind. As Creator He is Father 
to all men (Ephesians 4:6), but He is spiritual Father only to believers (Romans 8:14; 2 
Corinthians 6:18). He has decreed for His own glory all things that come to pass 
(Ephesians 1:11). He continually upholds, directs, and governs all creatures and events 
(1 Chronicles 29:11). In His sovereignty He is neither author nor approver of sin 
(Habakkuk 1:13; John 8:38-47), nor does He abridge the accountability of moral, 
intelligent creatures (1 Peter 1:17). He has graciously chosen from eternity past those 
whom He would have as His own (Ephesians 1:4-6); He saves from sin all who come to 
Him through Jesus Christ; He adopts as his own all those who come to Him; and He 
becomes, upon adoption, Father to His own (John 1:12; Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:5; 
Hebrews 12:5-9). 

God the Son 
We teach that Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, possesses all the divine 
excellencies, and in these He is coequal, consubstantial, and coeternal with the Father 
(John 10:30; 14:9). 

We teach that God the Father created according to His own will, through His Son, Jesus 
Christ, by whom all things continue in existence and in operation (John 1:3; Colossians 
1:15-17; Hebrews 1:2). 

We teach that in the incarnation (God becoming man) Christ surrendered only the 
prerogatives of deity but nothing of the divine essence, either in degree or kind. In His 
incarnation, the eternally existing second person of the Trinity accepted all the essential 
characteristics of humanity and so became the God-man (Philippians 2:5-8; Colossians 
2:9). 

We teach that Jesus Christ represents humanity and deity in indivisible oneness (Micah 
5:2; John 5:23; 14:9-10; Colossians 2:9). 

We teach that our Lord Jesus Christ was virgin born (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23,25; Luke 
1:26-35); that He was God incarnate (John 1:1,14); and that the purpose of the 
incarnation was to reveal God, redeem men, and rule over God’s kingdom (Psalm 2:7-9; 
Isaiah 9:6; John 1:29; Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews 7:25-26; 1 Peter 1:18-19). 

We teach that, in the incarnation, the second person of the Trinity laid aside His right to 
the full prerogatives of coexistence with God, assumed the place of a Son, and took on 
an existence appropriate to a servant while never divesting Himself of His divine 
attributes (Philippians 2:5-8). 

We teach that our Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through the shedding 
of His blood and sacrificial death on the cross and that His death was voluntary, 
vicarious, substitutionary, propitiatory, and redemptive (John 10:15; Romans 3:24-25; 
5:8; 1 Peter 2:24). 
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We teach that on the basis of the efficacy of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
believing sinner is freed from the punishment, the penalty, the power, and one day the 
very presence of sin; and that he is declared righteous, given eternal life, and adopted 
into the family of God (Romans 3:25; 5:8-9; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18). 

We teach that our justification is made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the 
dead and that He is now ascended to the right hand of the Father, where He now 
mediates as our Advocate and High Priest (Matthew 28:6; Luke 24:38-39; Acts 2:30-31; 
Romans 4:25; 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 9:24; 1 John 2:1). 

We teach that in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave, God confirmed the deity 
of His Son and gave proof that God has accepted the atoning work of Christ on the 
cross. Jesus’ bodily resurrection is also the guarantee of a future resurrection life for all 
believers (John 5:26-29; 14:19; Romans 1:4; 4:25; 6:5-10; 1 Corinthians 15:20,23). 

We teach that Jesus Christ will return to receive the church, which is His body, unto 
Himself at the rapture and, returning with His church in glory, will establish His millennial 
kingdom on earth (Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 20). 

We teach that the Lord Jesus Christ is the one through whom God will judge all mankind 
(John 5:22-23): 

(a) Believers (1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10) 
(b) Living inhabitants of the earth at His glorious return (Matthew 25:31-46) 
(c) Unbelieving dead at the Great White Throne (Revelation 20:11-15) 

 
As the mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5), the head of His body the church 
(Ephesians 1:22; 5:23; Colossians 1:18), and the coming universal King who will reign 
on the throne of David (Isaiah 9:6; Luke 1:31-33), He is the final judge of all who fail to 
place their trust in Him as Lord and Savior (Matthew 25:14-46; Acts 17:30-31). 

God the Holy Spirit  
We teach that the Holy Spirit is a divine person, eternal, underived, possessing all the 
attributes of personality and deity including intellect (1 Corinthians 2:10-13), emotions 
(Ephesians 4:30), will (1 Corinthians 12:11), eternality (Hebrews 9:14), omnipresence 
(Psalm 139:7-10), omniscience (Isaiah 40:13-14), omnipotence (Romans 15:13), and 
truthfulness (John 16:13). In all the divine attributes He is coequal and consubstantial 
with the Father and the Son (Matthew 28:19; Acts 5:3-4; 28:25-27; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6; 
2 Corinthians 13:14; and Jeremiah 31:31-34 with Hebrews 10:15-17). 

We teach that it is the work of the Holy Spirit to execute the divine will with relation to all 
mankind. We recognize His sovereign activity in creation (Genesis 1:2), the incarnation 
(Matthew 1:18), the written revelation (2 Peter 1:20-21), and the work of salvation (John 
3:5-7). 

We teach that a unique work of the Holy Spirit in this age began at Pentecost when He 
came from the Father as promised by Christ (John 14:16-17; 15:26; Acts 1:5; 2:4) to 
initiate and complete the building of the body of Christ, which is His church (1 
Corinthians 12:13). The broad scope of His divine activity includes convicting the world 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ and 
transforming believers into the image of Christ (John 16:7-11; Romans 8:29; 2 
Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 2:22). 
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We teach that the Holy Spirit is the supernatural and sovereign agent in regeneration, 
baptizing all believers into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). Grace Church 
believes that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a one time event that occurs at Salvation 
(Ephesians 4:1-6; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Romans 6:3-4; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16).  The Holy 
Spirit also indwells, sanctifies, instructs, empowers them for service, and seals them 
unto the day of redemption (Romans 8:9; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 1:13).  

We teach that the Holy Spirit is the divine teacher who guided the apostles and prophets 
into all truth as they committed to writing God’s revelation, the Bible. Every believer 
possesses the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit from the moment of salvation, and it 
is the duty of all those born of the Spirit to be filled with (controlled by) the Spirit (John 
16:13; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 5:18; 2 Peter 1:19-21; 1 John 2:20,27). 

We teach that the Holy Spirit administers spiritual gifts to the church. The Holy Spirit 
glorifies neither Himself nor His gifts by ostentatious displays, but He does glorify Christ 
by implementing His work of redeeming the lost and building up believers in the most 
holy faith (John 16:13-14; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 2 Corinthians 3:18). 

We teach, in this respect, that God the Holy Spirit is sovereign in the bestowing of all His 
gifts for the perfecting of the saints today and that speaking in tongues and the working 
of sign miracles in the beginning days of the church were for the purpose of pointing to 
and authenticating the apostles as revealers of divine truth, and were never intended to 
be characteristic of the lives of believers (1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 13:8-10; 2 Corinthians 
12:12; Ephesians 4:7-12; Hebrews 2:1-4). 

MAN 
We teach that man was directly and immediately created by God in His image and 
likeness. Man was created free of sin with a rational nature, intelligence, volition, self-
determination, and moral responsibility to God (Genesis 2:7,15-25; James 3:9). 

We teach that God’s intention in the creation of man was that man should glorify God, 
enjoy God’s fellowship, live his life in the will of God, and by this accomplish God’s 
purpose for man in the world (Isaiah 43:7; Colossians 1:16; Revelation 4:11). 

We teach that in Adam’s sin of disobedience to the revealed will and Word of God, man 
lost his innocence; incurred the penalty of spiritual and physical death; became subject 
to the wrath of God; and became inherently corrupt and utterly incapable of choosing or 
doing that which is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no recuperative 
powers to enable him to recover himself, man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is 
thereby wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-19; John 3:36; Romans 3:23; 6:23; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 
2:1-3; 1 Timothy 2:13-14; 1 John 1:8). 

We teach that because all men were in Adam, a nature corrupted by Adam’s sin has 
been transmitted to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only exception. All men 
are thus sinners by nature, by choice, and by divine declaration (Psalm 14:1-3; Jeremiah 
17:9; Romans 3:9-18,23; 5:10-12). 
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SALVATION 
We teach that salvation is wholly of God by grace on the basis of the redemption of 
Jesus Christ, the merit of His shed blood, and not on the basis of human merit or works 
(John 1:12; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-10; 1 Peter 1:18-19). Salvation, therefore, is totally of 
God, who, before the foundation of the world, foreordained some men to eternal life, 
leaving the rest in their sin, to their just condemnation (Acts 13:48; Ephesians 1:4-5; 2:1-
7; 2 Timothy 1:9). 

REGENERATION 
We teach that regeneration is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit by which the divine 
nature and divine life are given (John 3:3-7; Titus 3:5). It is instantaneous and is 
accomplished solely by the power of the Holy Spirit through the instrumentality of the 
Word of God (John 5:24), when the repentant sinner, as enabled by the Holy Spirit, 
responds in faith to the divine provision of salvation. Genuine regeneration is manifested 
by fruits worthy of repentance as demonstrated in righteous attitudes and conduct. Good 
works will be its proper evidence and fruit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20; Ephesians 2:10), and 
will be experienced to the extent that the believer submits to the control of the Holy Spirit 
in his life through faithful obedience to the Word of God (Ephesians 5:17-21; Philippians 
2:12b; Colossians 3:16; 2 Peter 1:4-10). This obedience causes the believer to be 
increasingly conformed to the image of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). Such 
a conformity is climaxed in the believer’s glorification at Christ’s coming (Romans 8:17; 2 
Peter 1:4; 1 John 3:2-3). 

ELECTION 
We teach that election is the act of God by which, before the foundation of the world, He 
chose in Christ those whom He graciously regenerates, saves, and sanctifies (Romans 
8:28-30; Ephesians 1:4-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 2:10; 1 Peter 1:1-2). 

We teach that sovereign election does not contradict or negate the responsibility of man 
to repent (Ezekiel 18:23, 32; 33:11; Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 11:18; Romans 2:4; 2 
Corinthians 7:10; Isaiah 55:6-7) and trust Christ as Savior and Lord (John 3:18-19,36; 
5:40; Romans 10:9-10; 1 Corinthians 12:3; 2 Corinthians 4:5; Philippians 2:11; 2 
Thessalonians 2:10-12; Revelation 22:17). Nevertheless, since sovereign grace includes 
the means of receiving the gift of salvation as well as the gift itself, sovereign election will 
result in what God determines. All whom the Father calls to Himself will come in faith 
and all who come in faith the Father will receive (John 6:37-40,44; Acts 13:48; James 
4:8). 

We teach that the unmerited favor that God grants to totally depraved sinners is not 
related to any initiative of their own part nor to God’s anticipation of what they might do 
by their own will, but is solely of His sovereign grace and mercy (Ephesians 1:4-7; Titus 
3:4-7; 1 Peter 1:2). 

We teach that election should not be looked upon as based merely on abstract 
sovereignty. God is truly sovereign but He exercises this sovereignty in harmony with 
His other attributes, especially His omniscience, justice, holiness, wisdom, grace, and 
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love (Romans 9:11-16). This sovereignty will always exalt the will of God in a manner 
totally consistent with His character as revealed in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 11:25-28; 2 Timothy 1:9). 

JUSTIFICATION 
We teach that justification before God is an act of God (Romans 8:33) by which He 
declares man righteous. This righteousness is apart from any virtue or work of man 
(Romans 3:20; 4:6) and involves the imputation of our sins to Christ (Colossians 2:14; 1 
Peter 2:24) and the imputation of Christ’s righteousness to us (1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 
Corinthians 5:21). By this means God is enabled to “be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:26). 

SANCTIFICATION 
We teach that every believer is sanctified (set apart) unto God by justification and is 
therefore declared to be holy and is therefore identified as a saint. This sanctification is 
positional and instantaneous and should not be confused with progressive sanctification. 
Positional sanctification has to do with the believer’s standing, not his present walk or 
condition (Acts 20:32; 1 Corinthians 1:2,30; 6:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 2:11; 
3:1; 10:10,14; 13:12; 1 Peter 1:2). 

We teach that there is also by the work of the Holy Spirit a progressive sanctification by 
which the state of the believer is brought closer to the standing the believer positionally 
enjoys through justification. Through obedience to the Word of God and the empowering 
of the Holy Spirit, the believer is able to live a life of increasing holiness in conformity to 
the will of God becoming more and more like our Lord Jesus Christ (John 17:17,19; 
Romans 6:1-22; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4; 5:23). 

In this respect, we teach that every saved person is involved in a daily conflict–the new 
creation in Christ doing battle against the flesh–but adequate provision is made for 
victory through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. The struggle nevertheless stays 
with the believer all through this earthly life and is never completely ended. All claims to 
the eradication of sin in this life are unscriptural. Eradication of sin is not possible, but 
the Holy Spirit does provide for victory over sin (Galatians 5:16-25; Ephesians 4:22-24; 
Philippians 3:12; Colossians 3:9-10; 1 Peter 1:14-16; 1 John 3:5-9). 

SECURITY 
We teach that all the redeemed, once, saved are kept by God’s power and are thus 
secure in Christ forever (John 5:24; 6:37-40; 10:27-30; Romans 5:9-10; 8:1, 31-39; 1 
Corinthians 1:4-8; Ephesians 4:30; Hebrews 7:25; 13:5; 1 Peter 1:5; Jude 24). 

We teach that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation 
through the testimony of God’s Word, which, however, clearly forbids the use of 
Christian liberty as an occasion for sinful living and carnality (Romans 6:15-22; 13:13-14; 
Galatians 5:13,25-26; Titus 2:11-14). 
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SEPARATION 
We teach that separation from sin is clearly called for throughout the Old and New 
Testaments, and that the Scriptures clearly indicate that in the last days apostasy and 
worldliness shall increase (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Timothy 3:1-5). 

We teach that out of deep gratitude for the undeserved grace of God granted to us and 
because our glorious God is so worthy of our total consecration, all the saved should live 
in such a manner as to demonstrate our adoring love to God and so as not to bring 
reproach upon our Lord and Savior. We also teach that separation from any association 
with apostasy, and worldly and sinful practices is commanded of us by God (Romans 
12:1-2, 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 John 9-11). 

We teach that believers should be separated unto our Lord Jesus Christ (2 
Thessalonians 1:11-12; Hebrews 12:1-2) and affirm that the Christian life is a life of 
obedient righteousness demonstrated by a beatitude attitude (Matthew 5:2-12) and a 
continual pursuit of holiness (Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 
12:14; 1 John 3:1-10). 

THE CHURCH 
We teach that all who place their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately placed by the 
Holy Spirit into one united spiritual body, the church (1 Corinthians 12:12-13), the bride 
of Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:23-32; Revelation 19:7-8), of which Christ is 
the head (Ephesians 1:22; 4:15; Colossians 1:18). 

We teach that the formation of the church, the body of Christ, began on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-21, 38-47) and will be completed at the coming of Christ for His own 
at the rapture (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

We teach that the church is thus a unique spiritual organism designed by Christ, made 
up of all born-again believers in this present age (Ephesians 2:11-3:6). The church is 
distinct from Israel (1 Corinthians 10:32), a mystery not revealed until this age 
(Ephesians 3:1-6; 5:32). 

We teach that the establishment and continuity of local churches is clearly taught and 
defined in the New Testament Scriptures (Acts 14:23,27; 20:17,28; Galatians 1:2; 
Philippians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1) and that the members of the 
one spiritual body are directed to associate themselves together in local assemblies (1 
Corinthians 11:18-20; Hebrews 10:25). 

We teach that the one supreme authority for the church is Christ (1 Corinthians 11:3; 
Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 1:18) and that church leadership, gifts, order, discipline, and 
worship are all appointed through His sovereignty as found in the Scriptures. The 
biblically designated officers serving under Christ and over the assembly are elders, also 
called bishops, pastors, and pastor-teachers (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11); and 
deacons, both of whom must meet biblical qualifications (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 
Peter 5:1-5). 

We teach that these leaders lead or rule as servants of Christ (1 Timothy 5:17-22) and 
have His authority in directing the church. The congregation is to submit to their 
leadership (Hebrews 13:7,17). 
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We teach the importance of discipleship (Matthew 28:19-20; 2 Timothy 2:2), mutual 
accountability of all believers to each other (Matthew 18:5-14), as well as the need for 
discipline of sinning members of the congregation in accord with the standards of 
Scripture (Matthew 18:15-22; Acts 5:1-11; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15; 
1 Timothy 1:19-20; Titus 1:10-16). 

We teach the autonomy of the local church, free from any external authority or control, 
with the right of self-government and freedom from the interference of any hierarchy of 
individuals or organizations (Titus 1:5). We teach that it is scriptural for true churches to 
cooperate with each other for the presentation and propagation of the faith. Each local 
church, however, through its pastors and their interpretation and application of Scripture, 
should be the sole judge of the measure and method of its cooperation (Acts 15:19-31; 
20:28; 1 Corinthians 5:4-7,13; 1 Peter 5:1-4). 

We teach that the purpose of the church is to glorify God (Ephesians 3:21) by building 
itself up in the faith (Ephesians 4:13-16), by instruction of the Word (2 Timothy 2:2,15; 
3:16-17), by fellowship (Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3), by keeping the ordinances (Luke 22:19; 
Acts 2:38-42) and by advancing and communicating the gospel to the entire world 
(Matthew 28:19; Acts 1:8; 2:47). 

We teach the calling of all saints to the work of service (1 Corinthians 15:58; Ephesians 
4:12; Revelation 22:12). 

We teach the need of the church to cooperate with God as He accomplishes His 
purpose in the world. To that end, He gives the church spiritual gifts. First, He gives men 
chosen for the purpose of equipping the saints for the work of the ministry (Ephesians 
4:7-12) and He also gives unique and special spiritual abilities to each member of the 
body of Christ (Romans 12:5-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-31; 1 Peter 4:10-11). 

We teach that there were two kinds of gifts given the early church: miraculous gifts 
(tongues, prophecy, healing etc.), given temporarily in the apostolic era for the purpose 
of confirming the authenticity of the Apostles’ message (Hebrews 2:3-4; 2 Corinthians 
12:12); and ministering gifts, given to equip believers for edifying one another. With the 
New Testament revelation now complete, Scripture becomes the sole test of the 
authenticity of a man’s message, and confirming gifts of a miraculous nature are no 
longer necessary to validate a man or his message. Miraculous gifts can even be 
counterfeited by Satan so as to deceive even believers (Matthew 7:21-23; Revelation 
13:13-14). The only gifts in operation today are those non-revelatory equipping gifts 
given for edification. 

The reason for this belief is four-fold:  1) The sufficiency and completeness of Scripture:  
Our greatest concern is to uphold and protect the sufficiency of Scripture.  The 
completion of the canon represents an incredibly important moment in redemptive 
history.  God has spoken definitively in His Son (Heb. 1:1-2) and the once for all 
delivered to the saints faith (Jude 3) is in no need of appendices.  Therefore, all 
revelatory gifts have ceased with the completion of the canon.  The continuation of 
revelatory gifts after the closing of the NT canon would challenge the sufficiency and 
completeness of the Scriptures themselves.  2) The foundation is complete: Ephesians 
2:20 explains that the foundation of the church is the “apostles and prophets” and Jesus 
Himself is the “cornerstone.”  As Jesus’ ministry was uniquely accompanied by signs and 
wonders, authenticating Himself and His message, so too the apostles and prophets 
were accompanied by these signs and wonders that attested to them as well.  
Foundations are only laid once.  This reference to prophets is not a reference to OT 
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prophets.  It is a reference to NT prophets (see Eph. 3:5).  Therefore, unless we imagine 
that this foundation is constantly under construction, there is a necessary cessation of 
prophecy with the close of the canon.  The foundation is now complete and the church is 
now being built upon this foundation.  3) Prophecy is prophecy: We do not see NT 
prophecy functioning at two different levels; one canonical, inerrant level and a second 
fallible level that was in need of sifting and evaluation.  There is no precedent for that 
sort of dual prophetic practice in the OT and there is no explicit evidence for it in the NT.  
4) The purpose and the pattern: The overarching purpose of signs, wonders and 
miraculous gifts is to authenticate both the message of the Word of God and the 
messenger (Acts 2:22; 14:3; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:1-4).  As Jesus, the 
apostles, and their delegates conducted their foundation building ministry, God bore 
witness that they and their message was indeed from Him through signs and wonders 
and miraculous gifts.  After the inauguration of the new stage of covenantal revelation, 
namely the completion of the New Testament, the purpose of these signs, wonders and 
miraculous gifts was fulfilled and they gradually went out of operation.   

We teach that no one possesses the gift of healing today but that God does hear and 
answer the prayer of faith and will answer in accordance with His own perfect will for the 
sick, suffering, and afflicted (Luke 18:1-6; John 5:7-9; 2 Corinthians 12:6-10; James 
5:13-16; 1 John 5:14-15). 

While we teach that no one possesses the miraculous sign gifts today, we also believe 
that God does indeed perform providential miracles today.  We teach that our God is a 
sovereign and supernatural God who does as He pleases.  We should expect God to 
continue to work in powerful and conspicuous ways.  We should pray for the impossible, 
for with God, nothing is impossible.  We emphatically believe that God still heals – with 
(e.g. Jas. 5:14-15), without, or even against means.  God can choose to display His 
sovereign power and glory in remarkable ways.  The last thing we want to do is to 
presume to know all of what God can and cannot do.  Our God is in the heavens, he 
does whatever he pleases (Ps. 115:3).  We would understand some of the reports of 
miraculous happenings today to be a gracious and providential act of God instead of 
spiritual “gifts” of individual believers that continue in operation after the apostolic era.  
 

We teach that two ordinances have been committed to the local church: baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper (Acts 2:38-42). Christian baptism by immersion (Acts 8:36-39) is the 
solemn and beautiful testimony of a believer showing forth his faith in the crucified, 
buried, and risen Savior, and his union with Him in death to sin and resurrection to a new 
life (Romans 6:1-11). It is also a sign of fellowship and identification with the visible body 
of Christ (Acts 2:41-42). 

We teach that the Lord’s Supper is the commemoration and proclamation of His death 
until He comes, and should be always preceded by solemn self-examination (1 
Corinthians 11:28-32). We also teach that whereas the elements of communion are only 
representative of the flesh and blood of Christ, the Lord’s Supper is nevertheless an 
actual communion with the risen Christ who is present in a unique way, fellowshipping 
with His people (1 Corinthians 10:16). 
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CHRISTIAN FREEDOM 

Its Nature 
We believe that Jesus Christ has purchased freedom for believers (Galatians 2:4; 5:1). 
Jesus referred to this freedom at various points in His teaching (Luke 4:18; John 8:32-
36). The nature of this freedom consists in believers being set free from certain things to 
pursue new things. Those things from which believers have been set free include the 
guilt and penalty of sin (Romans 6:23; 8:1; Colossians 2:13-14), bondage to sin (John 
8:34; Romans 6:1-13), bondage to Satan (Acts 26:18; Colossians 1:13), the sting of 
death (1 Corinthians 15:54-57), the wrath of God (1 Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9) and the 
curse of the moral law of God (Romans 6:14; 7:1-7; Galatians 3:13). Those things 
believers have been freed to pursue include an intimate relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ, having been enabled in at least two key ways. First, being reconciled to 
God through our faith in Jesus Christ we have been enabled to enjoy free access to Him 
(Romans 5:1-2). In addition, we have been granted ability to yield all obedience to Him; 
to voluntarily love, serve and obey Him with a child-like love and a willing mind, not out 
of a slavish fear (Romans 6:11-13; 8:14-15). 

Its Scope 
We believe this freedom which Christ has purchased for believers has the following 
implications: 

(a) We believe our justification before God is on the basis of God’s grace and mercy 
alone through faith in Christ and is apart from any keeping of the Law (Romans 
3:24-31; Galatians 2:16; Titus 3:5-8). Although believers are still obligated to 
keep the moral law of God, it plays no part in their justification. 

(b) We believe that all true believers have become the Lord’s bondslaves. As His 
servants, we will do what He commands and be separate from (avoid or abstain) 
what He forbids. Our lives will be given over to Him in complete obedience (John 
14:21; Romans 6:16-23; 1 John 2:3-6). 

(c) We believe that the Word of God (the Holy Bible) alone is to be our guide and 
standard for knowing what the Lord commands and what He forbids. The Word 
of God will be our only rule of faith and practice (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 19; Psalm 
119). 

(d) We believe that the rules, traditions and standards of men, which are either apart 
from or contrary to the Word of God, shall not be used as our standard of 
obedience or spirituality (Matthew 15:1-9; Colossians 2:20, 22-23). 

(e) We believe that with respect to those things or activities where the Word of God 
neither commands nor forbids, believers have the freedom to judiciously and 
moderately use and enjoy them in accordance with the design for which our 
Creator God has given them (1 Timothy 4:4-5; James 1:17). Our use of these 
things is to be further regulated by the following biblical guidelines: 
a) We will use them only when our conscience permits us, for it is neither right 

nor good to act against conscience (Acts 24:16; Romans 14:5,22-23). 
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b) We will use them only after considering whether it will cause my brother to 
stumble. We will not knowingly use those things that would cause my brother 
to stumble (Matthew 18:6-10; Romans 14:13, 21; 1 Corinthians 8:9-13). 

c) We will use them only after carefully examining this particular thing or activity 
with the light of God’s Word and after searching our own hearts. We want to 
make sure we are not using our liberty as an occasion to sinfully indulge our 
flesh (Galatians 5:13; 1 Peter 2:16). 

(f) We believe God has established and granted power to human authorities for the 
purpose of maintaining order and providing protection to individuals within a 
society. Those believers who, in the name of Christian freedom, either disobey or 
do not submit to these human authorities go against God. Only when those 
human authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands 
can Christians lawfully go against such authorities. God has authority over all. 
(Psalm 103:19; Daniel 3:16-18; Acts 4:19-20; 5:28-29; Romans 13:1-7; 
Ephesians 5:22-24; 6:1-9; Hebrews 13:17) 

 
We believe where different convictions exist with those things or activities where 
Christians have liberty, we are not to wrongfully judge one another. Rather, we are to 
accept one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, constantly upholding one another in 
prayer, while acknowledging there will be differences of conviction in many areas the 
Word of God does not specifically address. In these areas it is best to challenge 
everyone to lead holy lives, judging ourselves while always leaving the judgment of 
others in the hands of God (Matthew 7:1-5; Romans 14:1-12). 

ANGELS 

Holy Angels 
We teach that angels are created beings and are therefore not to be worshipped. 
Although they are a higher order of creation than man, they are created to serve God 
and to worship Him (Luke 2:9-14; Hebrews 1:6-7,14; 2:6-7; Revelation 5:11-14; 19:10; 
22:9). 

Fallen Angels 
We teach that Satan is a created angel and the author of sin. He incurred the judgment 
of God by rebelling against his Creator (Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:11-19), by taking 
numerous angels with him in his fall (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:1-14), and by 
introducing sin into the human race by his temptation of Eve (Genesis 3:1-15). 

We teach that Satan is the open and declared enemy of God and man (Isaiah 14:13-14; 
Matthew 4:1-11; Revelation 12:9-10), the prince of this world who has been defeated 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Romans 16:20) and that he shall be 
eternally punished in the lake of fire (Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Matthew 25:41; 
Revelation 20:10). 
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LAST THINGS 

Death 
We teach that at physical death there is a separation of one’s soul from one’s body 
(Philippians 1:21-24), that death involves no loss of our immaterial consciousness 
(Revelation 6:9-11), that the soul of the redeemed passes immediately into the presence 
of Christ (Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23) and that, for the redeemed, 
such separation of body and soul will continue until the bodily resurrection of the dead in 
Christ. 

We teach that the bodily resurrection of the dead in Christ will occur immediately prior to 
the Rapture of the living church (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; Matthew 24:30-31)-which is a 
part of the first resurrection unto spiritual life (Revelation 20:4-6)-when our soul and 
resurrection body will be united, to be glorified forever with our Lord (1 Corinthians 
15:35-44, 50-54; Philippians 3:21). Until that time, the souls of the redeemed in Christ 
remain in joyful fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:6-9). 

We teach the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life (John 6:39; Romans 
8:10-11,19-23; 2 Corinthians 4:14), and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting 
punishment (Daniel 12:2; John 5:29; Revelation 14:9-11; 20:13-15). 

We teach that the souls of the unsaved, at death, are kept under punishment until the 
second resurrection unto spiritual death (Luke 16:19-26; Revelation 20:6, 13-15), when 
the soul and the resurrection body will be united (John 5:28-29). They shall then appear 
at the Great White Throne judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) and shall be cast into the 
lake of fire (Matthew 25:41-46), cut off from the life of God forever (Daniel 12:2; Matthew 
25:41-46; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). 

The Second Coming and the Millennial Reign 
Grace Church affirms the biblical position that history is a working out of the purposes of 
God, primarily the redemption of God’s people through Jesus Christ.  As a result, God is 
the Lord of history.  Thus, the single most important event in human history was the 
incarnation of Christ, Christ is the supreme revelation of God’s purpose in history; thus, 
mankind is to see history as dominated by Jesus Christ.  In this domination, one sees in 
the pages of Scripture that Jesus, by His first coming, won the victory over death and 
took captivity captive.  While one sees evidences of that victory in history and in the 
world around us, the final consummation of that victory has not yet taken place.  Thus, 
as the Bible teaches, Grace Church ascribes to a literal, personal, visible, and glorious 
second-coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, at which time He shall return for His bride, the 
Church and establish His millennial reign. 

We teach that after God’s wrath is poured out upon the earth, Christ will rule over the 
kingdom of God on earth (Daniel 7:27; Zechariah 14:9), establishing His Messianic 
kingdom for a thousand years (Revelation 20:1-7). During this time the resurrected 
saints will reign with Him over all the nations of the earth (Revelation 2:26; 3:21). His 
reign will be preceded by the overthrow of the Antichrist and the False Prophet, and by 
the removal of Satan from the world (Revelation 19:19-20; 20:1-3). 
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We teach that the Millennial Kingdom will be the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel 
(Ezekiel 37:21-28) to restore them to the land which they forfeited through their 
disobedience (Deuteronomy 28:15-68). The result of their disobedience was that Israel 
was temporarily set aside (Matthew 21:43; Romans 11:1-24) but will again be awakened 
through repentance to enter into the land of blessing (Ezekiel 36:22-32; Romans 11:25-
29).  

We teach that this time of our Lord’s reign will be characterized by harmony, justice, 
peace, righteousness, and long life (Isaiah 11:1-9). 

The Judgment of the Lost 
We teach that following the release of Satan after the thousand year reign of Christ 
(Revelation 20:7), Satan will deceive the nations of the earth and gather them to battle 
against the saints and the beloved city, at which time Satan and his army will be 
devoured by fire from heaven (Revelation 20:9). Following this, Satan will be thrown into 
the lake of fire and brimstone (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10). 

We teach that this resurrection of the unsaved dead to judgment will be a physical 
resurrection, whereupon receiving their judgment (Romans 14:10-13), they will be 
committed to an eternal conscious punishment in the lake of fire (Matthew 25:41; 
Revelation 14:9-11; 20:11-15). 

Eternity 
We teach that after the closing of the millennium, the temporary release and ultimate 
defeat of Satan, and the judgment of unbelievers (Revelation 20:7-15), the millennial 
saints will enter the eternal state of glory with the Father, the Holy Spirit, and with Christ 
and His bride. Our Lord Jesus Christ having fulfilled His redemptive mission, will then 
deliver up the kingdom to God the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28) that in all spheres the 
triune God may reign forever and ever (1 Corinthians 15:28). 

Conclusion 
The emphasis when considering Christ’s return must be this – be ready to meet your 
coming Lord (Matthew 25:1-13).  In the meantime, knowing that our Lord will return to 
claim His own in a personal, visible, and glorious manner, every believer should be 
motivated to personal holiness (1 John 3:2-3) by watching and waiting and working until 
He is pleased to return.  Grace Church lives in the expectation of His coming 
(Philippians 3:20-21; 2 Timothy 4:8).  Even so, come, Lord Jesus (Revelation 22:20). 
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Grace Church of DuPage 
Positional Papers 

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD IN MAN’S SALVATION 
The Doctrinal Statement of Grace Church of DuPage reads, in part, as follows: 

“We teach that salvation is wholly of God by grace on the basis of the 
redemption of Jesus Christ, the merit of His shed blood, and not on the basis 
of human merit or works. Salvation, therefore, is totally of God, who, before 
the foundation of the world, foreordained some men to eternal life, leaving the 
rest in their sin, to their just condemnation.” 

Although the position that “it is God alone who saves” has been a very unpopular view 
down through the ages of church history, it nonetheless has been the view dogmatically 
held to by those who over the centuries have been considered the titans of classical 
Christian scholarship, evangelism and church reform. Men such as Aurelius Augustine, 
Thomas Aquinas, John Wycliffe, Martin Luther, John Calvin, George Whitefield, 
Jonathan Edwards and Charles Haddon Spurgeon, to mention a few. And as we shall 
see, the words of Christ and the writings of Paul speak only too clearly to this issue, as 
well. However, this Position Paper must limit itself to an overview only, as this is a topic 
on which millions of words have been both written and spoken over the centuries. 

Any position that Grace Church holds to must be securely anchored in Scripture. As 
stated in our Church Constitution, we are “to do everything humanly possible to discover 
the true meaning of the Written Text, but when that meaning is discovered, that meaning 
stands in judgment of us, never do we stand in judgment of it.” For this reason, the 
greatest part of our defense will be taken directly from God’s Word. 

The bottom line question is this: “Does the ‘final decision’ for man’s salvation rest solely 
with God, or is man genuinely a free agent and the final decision rests upon the exercise 
of his own free will?” Our overview begins with the teaching of Christ, speaking directly 
to this issue, as found in John 6:37, 39, 40, 44 and 65: 

“All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me; and the one who comes to Me 
I will certainly not cast out.…And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all 
that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. For this is 
the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in 
Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.…No 
one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will 
raise him up on the last day.…And He was saying, ‘For this reason I have 
said to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it has been granted him from 
the Father.’” 

Later on in the ministry of Christ, as found in John 15:16, He says again to His disciples: 

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should 
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that whatever you ask of 
the Father in My name, He may give to you.” 
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And again in His High Priestly prayer just before His crucifixion, as recorded in John 
17:2, 6, 8 and 9: 

“Even as Thou gavest Him authority over all mankind, that to all whom Thou 
hast given Him, He may give eternal life. …I manifested Thy name to the men 
whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest 
them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. …for the words which Thou gavest 
Me I have given to them; and they received them, and truly understood that I 
came forth from Thee, and they believed that Thou didst send Me. I ask on 
their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom Thou hast 
give Me; for they are Thine.” 

After the resurrection of Christ and the establishment of the early churches, Paul, under 
the direction and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, found it necessary to speak more directly 
to the same issue. In Ephesians 1:4-12, we find Paul’s explanation when the Father 
determined who would be His: 

“Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 
which He lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight He made known to us 
the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in 
Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that 
is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things 
upon the earth. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel 
of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ should be to 
the praise of His glory. In Him, you also, after listening to the message of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation–having also believed, you were sealed in 
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of GodÕs own possession, to the 
praise of His glory.” 

And again in Romans 9:11-24, we see God’s sovereign decisions both challenged by 
man and defended by Paul: 

“For though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or 
bad, in order that GodÕs purpose according to His choice might stand, not 
because of works, but because of Him who calls, it was said to her, ÔTHE 
OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.Õ Just as it is written, ÔJACOB I LOVED, BUT 
ESAU I HATED.Õ What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is 
there? May it never be! For He says to Moses, ÔI WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I 
HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION.Õ So 
then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on 
God who has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ÔFOR THIS VERY 
PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY 
NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.Õ So then He has 
mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.” 
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Of course, this kind of hard nosed position caused as many problems back then as it 
does today. Emotionally it is a hard concept to accept and for this reason, from a human 
point of view, not reasonable. Isaiah came to grips with this same problem in Isaiah 
55:8-9, where God responds to Isaiah with these words: 

“‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
Neither are your ways My ways,Õ declares the LORD. 
ÔFor as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
So are My ways higher than your ways, 
And my thoughts than your thoughts.’” 

So Paul finds it necessary, through the direction of the Holy Spirit, to continue his 
discourse to the Romans and responds likewise to their criticism of how God deals in the 
affairs of men in the following manner: 

“You will say to me then, ÔWhy does He still find fault? For who resists His 
will?Õ On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The 
thing molded will not say to the molder, ÔWhy did you make me like this,Õ will 
it? Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same 
lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use? What if 
God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power 
known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction? And He did so in order that He might make known the riches of 
His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, 
even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from 
among Gentiles.” 

But Paul appears to have saved the real bombshell for the end of his argument. Here he 
makes his final, bold, controversial statement as we see written in Romans 11:5-7: 

“In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a 
remnant according to GodÕs gracious choice. But if it is by grace, it is no 
longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace. What then? 
That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were 
chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened.” 

“Those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened.” That is a tough 
statement that flies in the face of our human sense of fairness. As the leadership of 
Grace Church, we do not believe for one moment that we have special insight into the 
mind of God. We know that Scripture teaches that God is absolute love, absolutely just, 
but also, first and foremost, perfect and holy. How God weaves these absolutes together 
in the exercise of His perfect will, including this issue, only God knows. There are some 
things that are not for us to know. We are told to simply trust God who is “the author and 
perfecter of faith” (Hebrews 12:2). 

And yet, one may ask, do not the “whosoever” passages in scripture teach the free will 
of man as well? well, if they do teach that man has the free will to choose God, we have 
a major dilemma, because as we have repeatedly seen in the Scripture quoted above, 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you.” Either Scripture contradicts itself, which by 
definition would undermine the very inspiration of the Bible, or the “whosoever” 
passages explain the who, not the how. For obvious reasons we must hold to the latter. 
Perhaps the following, illustration will help you understand what we mean: 
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Suppose the statement was made that “whosoever” plays football for the University of 
Michigan during his college football career runs a high probability of playing in at least 
one post-season bowl game. Now, experience will tell you that this is a pretty good bet. 
However, “whosoever” does not mean anyone who desires to play for Michigan can 
play, but rather we all know that this must refer to only those whom the coaching staff 
choose. Therefore, the statement made above can only apply to those chosen by the 
coaching staff. The “whosoever,” therefore, tells you who, not how! Although this is not a 
perfect parallel, the same principle is true in Scripture. When speaking of salvation, the 
“whosoever” passages tell you who, not how! The above passages quoting Christ state 
the how. This is exactly what John 1:12-13 speaks to: 

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, even to those who believe in His name (so far “as many as receive” 
or “those who believe” may mean how which would imply free will, or then 
again, it may mean who. The next verse clearly tells which), who were born 
not of blood (in other words, you are not saved because Mom and Dad are in 
Christ), nor of the will of the flesh (there goes free will), nor of the will of man 
(nor can it be obtained for you by others), but of God.” (There it is, the 
qualifier! The context is clearly who, not how. To find out how we need to go 
back to the words of Christ and the writings of Paul quoted earlier.) 

But now, Paul in his letter to the Ephesian Church, gives the strongest reason why it is 
impossible for man to save himself by the exercise of his free will. In Ephesians 2:1-5, 
Paul explains: 

“And you (the Christians at Ephesus) were dead in your trespasses and sins, 
in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the 
sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our 
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, even as the rest. But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
His great love with which He loved us (those in Christ at the church in 
Ephesus), even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).” 

Mankind, as a result of sin, is spiritually dead and simply stated, is incapable of any 
spiritual choice that can lead to the salvation of his soul. Paul states again in Romans 
3:10-11: 

“As it is written, 
‘THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 
THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD.’” 

God saves man because man cannot save himself! Man is totally and completely dead, 
spiritually, and only by the gracious choice of God before the foundation of the earth, 
does Christ draw to Himself all that the Father determines to make alive, spiritually. 

Only as we begin to understand that God saved us when we were spiritually dead, 
completely incapable of saving ourselves through the exercise of a spiritual free will that 
was dead, do we begin to understand the meaning of the word “grace," God’s unmerited 
favor on our behalf. Now the words of Colossians 2:13 begin to make more sense: 
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“And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions.” 

As we really begin to understand God’s grace, His unmerited favor in our life, our pride 
begins to be replaced with an overwhelming sense of humility and gratitude for what 
God has done for us. We are forever indebted to an Almighty God who not only called us 
out when we were spiritually dead, but gave His only Son, Jesus, to die on our behalf. 

And as we begin to ponder and come to grips with the magnitude of His love for us as 
seen in His grace to us, our gratitude for that love should become the greatest 
motivation for our individual obedience, no matter what the cost. 

The primary thing God asks us to do after we have identified with Him publicly in 
baptism, is to grow in God’s Word and evangelize the world! We don’t need gimmicks or 
compromise, we need only to faithfully and obediently proclaim the Gospel and leave the 
results to God. What a load off our shoulders knowing that another man’s destiny is not 
dependent upon our eloquent words or persuasive arguments. God only holds us 
responsible for using the opportunities He gives to us, He will do the rest. However, if in 
disobedience we choose not to use the opportunities He gives to us, another obedient 
Christian will, taking our reward as well. Nonetheless, the perfect will of God will still be 
accomplished. 

And finally, there is another powerful blessing we come to understand as the wonder of it 
all begins to sink in. Paul says in Philippians 1:6: 

“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you 
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

“He who began a good work in you.” What God begins in the life of His elect He secures 
for eternity until we come face to face with Christ. What peace and comfort every 
believer should know first-hand as he realizes that his eternal security rests not upon 
anything he has done or will do, but completely upon the decree and character of 
Almighty God, Himself. We should begin to sense a “peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension” as we identify, personally, with what Paul speaks of in Romans 8:38-40: 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

At Grace Church the doctrine of the absolute sovereignty of God in salvation is 
foundational. However, if you struggle with this concept, that does not determine your 
standing before God. Probably, if the truth were known, we were all of the opinion when 
we first trusted Christ, that our decision was a result of our own free will. Only as we 
began to examine the Scriptures and became more aware of the depths of our own sin 
as contrasted with the holiness of God, and the magnitude of God’s grace, did we begin 
to see and enjoy Almighty God both as Sovereign and Savior. It is God who saves, not 
man’s doctrine. Sound doctrine can only lead to a higher quality of life in Christ. 

The words of Christ in John 15:16 come back over and over. “You did not choose Me, 
but I chose you.” It is our deepest conviction that Grace Church be faithful to God’s Word 
and that we never attribute to man what belongs solely to God. Although this Position 
Paper is conceptual at best, one seriously anxious to know God’s truth on this matter will 
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find it on almost every page of Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation. May we ever 
conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the grace He has bestowed upon us. 

SPECIAL CREATION 
The Doctrinal Statement of Grace Church of DuPage reads, in part, as follows: 

“We teach the literal, grammatical-historical interpretation of Scripture which affirms 
the belief that the opening chapters of Genesis present creation in six literal days.” 

If the credibility of Scripture is under attack in any one area, it is in the matter of God’s 
creation as outlined in Scripture, especially in the book of Genesis. Obviously, if 
Scripture can be taken any way but literally, creation being the case in point, then so can 
the rest of God’s Word, including the deity of Christ, heaven, hell, and our accountability 
to a personal God in whose image we are created (Genesis 1:26-27) and from whom we 
have received our very breath of life (Genesis 2:7). Genesis clearly teaches that all 
origins begin with God who created in six literal days. Also, based upon the numerous 
genealogies found in scripture, again primarily in the book of Genesis, the earth is 
shown to be relatively young, less than 15,000 years old. Scientists who really aren’t 
sure or are atheistic about the reality of God, must come up with a system of origins that 
excludes God, or an evolutionary system apart from any Divine direction or help. This 
system, in order to work, necessitates billions of years and is therefore directly in conflict 
with what the Bible teaches. For this reason, scientists who are in Christ are faced with a 
major professional dilemma: either believe the Bible exactly for what it says as to origins 
and run headlong into a major conflict with their evolutionary contemporaries; 
compromise their view of Scripture and write it off as allegory, etc., and hold to the 
evolutionary position of their fellow scientists; or come up with some position that tends 
to accommodate both extremes, which is called theistic evolution or progressive 
creationism. This compromise view basically espouses an ancient earth, billions of years 
old, necessitating the days or creation to be hundreds of millions of years in duration 
each, with God initiating the process of evolution at the beginning of each new period of 
time called “day.” 

At Grace Church we believe that any position that necessitates compromise of what 
God’s Word clearly and simply teaches, is wrong. In addition, we believe that the Biblical 
position on creation and its time frame is far more defendable, when compared to 
scientific fact, than any other option. This position paper will attempt to give you a very 
brief overview of what Scripture teaches regarding creation and how this is correlated 
with scientific fact. Obviously, as our God is both the author of the Bible and the 
intelligence behind all science, the two can never contradict...and they don’t! Let us 
begin by looking at what Scripture says regarding the time frame of His creation. 

All Bible expositors agree that the natural reading of Genesis is that the entire universe 
was created and completed in six literal days, a relatively short time ago. Nevertheless, 
many commentators have tried to insert great ages of time into this account, making the 
days of Genesis long ages of time, in order to accommodate the claims of scientists or 
philosophers who require an ancient cosmos for their evolutionary systems. This type of 
exegesis is wrong. The word “day” (Hebrew yom) is defined the first time it is used. “God 
separated the light from the darkness. And God called the light day, and the darkness 
He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day” (Genesis 
1:4,5). Thus the “day” was defined by the period of daylight which divided the dark 
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periods. Although “day” can be used in a non-literal sense, such usage is rare in the Old 
Testament and is always indicated in the context. In Genesis One, however, there is 
absolutely nothing in the context itself to indicate a non-literal meaning. God’s Word 
should be interpreted on its own terms, not those of evolutionary philosophy. The context 
in Genesis One, in fact, precludes any such forced interpretation, since each “day” is 
bound by an “evening and morning” and its limits are defined by sequential numbering 
(e.g., “first day,” “sixth day”). Such occurrences are common in the Pentateuch and 
invariably denote literal days–that is, either full solar days or the daylight portions 
thereof. 

The fact of a literal six day creation week is further supported by the Fourth 
Commandment (Exodus 20:8-11) which makes it explicit that the “work week” of God in 
creating all things was to be of the same duration as that which He provided for man. 
“Six days you shall labor and do all your work, … For in six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them.” The “days” (Hebrew yamin) used 
in this commandment, “written by the finger of God” (Exodus 31:18) occurs 
approximately 700 times in the Old Testament and always means literal days. 

In addition, Jesus Christ, who is Himself the Creator (John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16), 
accepted the literal historicity of both Genesis One and Genesis Two (Matthew 19:4,5), 
thus refuting any claim that these two accounts of creation are either contradictory or 
non-literal. He also noted that the creation of Adam and Eve did not take place billions of 
years after the initial creation, “but from the beginning of creation” (Mark 10:6), thus 
further rejecting the compromise argument of theistic evolution which believes that while 
God is the Creator, He chose to create through the evolutionary process with man’s 
arrival on the scene coming billions of years after God’s initial start-up of the evolutionary 
process. 

The other major battle that the evolutionist has with the creationist and his biblical 
positions, is his view of a relatively young earth. This position is derived from the 
numerous genealogies found in Scripture giving precise detail and exact ages of family 
leaders, all the way back to Adam (Genesis chapters 5 and 10; 1 Chronicles 1:1-4; 
Matthew 1:1-17; and Luke 3:23-38). This obviously flies in the face of the evolutionists 
who, as we have just seen, need billions of years to accomplish by chance what God 
tells us He created in days. But the question most often asked is, “Doesn’t the 
evolutionist have absolute proof of the long ages that he uses as the foundation of his 
evolutionary theories?” 

The argument commonly used by evolutionists to prove an old earth, which gives them 
the billions of years they need to make evolution work, is that there are three main 
radioactive decay processes (uranium/lead, potassium/argon, rubidium/strontium) that, 
with certain assumptions, give great ages for various rocks and meteorites, up to 4.6 
billion years. However, these assumptions (known initial conditions, perpetually closed 
boundaries of the mineral systems and invariable process rates) which of course cannot 
be verified, deny Biblical history. Furthermore, recent scientific discoveries have called 
each of these assumptions into such serious question that the Òapparent agesÓ thus 
determined by those dating techniques have no necessary relation to the Òtrue agesÓ 
(Scientific Creationism: pages 137-149). For example, radiometric “ages” on volcanic 
rocks known to have been formed in modern times (past several thousand years) 
commonly turn out to be in the multiple-million-year category when dated by the same 
radioactive decay processes used to date the earth billions of years old. Why the large 
discrepancies?...because the “assumptions” are wrong! 
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From the creationist point of view, however, there are scores of worldwide processes 
(e.g., growth of human population, decay of earth’s magnetic field, influx of chemicals 
into the ocean through rivers, growth of radiocarbon in the world environment, deposition 
of meteoritic dust, build-up of atmospheric helium) which will yield young ages for the 
earth in support of Scripture, even using the same assumptions used in the three 
radioactive decay processes which have given the evolutionist the great ages he needs 
to support his “chance creation.” However, only the processes that give the long ages 
are accepted by the evolutionist, but out of necessity, the others (even though by far the 
majority) are explained away because of their need to provide the necessary time for 
evolution. 

Furthermore, the more time available, the worse it is for naturalistic evolution, for the 
universal law of decay indicates that complexity decreases more and more as time goes 
on, contrary to the requirements of evolution. Calculations show that the probability of 
the chance origin of even the simplest conceivable form of life is infinitely smaller than 
the probability that a jumble of used parts in a junkyard could be assembled by a tornado 
into a new Rolls Royce automobile. 

But what of the supposed “geological ages,” currently said to cover billions of years of 
earth history which the evolutionist identifies primarily by the billions of fossilized remains 
of animals and plants preserved in the earth’s sedimentary rocks? These fossils are 
dead things, and so they could not have been buried either before or during the creation 
week if we are to accept the biblical account of creation. Everything in the universe was 
still “very good” at the end of the sixth day (Genesis 1:31), including Satan and all the 
host of heaven (Genesis 2:1). Death came into the world only when Adam brought sin 
into the world (Romans 5:12), and God had to impose His “curse,” the “bondage of 
decay” upon the “whole creation” (Genesis 3:17; Romans 8:20-22 NIV). Therefore, the 
fossil record, which used to be cited in support of evolution and long ages, is much 
better evidence of intensive short-period processes of destruction and burial. The 
preservation of fossils not only speaks of suffering and death but also of rapid burial and 
lithification, otherwise the dying animals and plants would have long since decayed into 
dust. Many modern non-Christian geologists now agree that all formations in the 
geologic record speak of catastrophism. Although they still believe in long ages between 
the catastrophes that produced this fossil record, the fact is that there is no worldwide 
break in the deposition sequences, and thus no worldwide time gap in the record. 
Therefore, there is no room for long ages anywhere. Since most of the geologic 
formations were obviously formed originally as water-borne sediments, the rock and 
fossil records really testify eloquently of the worldwide flood of the Bible. 

The reason many Christian writers try to accommodate the evolutionary ages of geology 
in the Genesis record of creation is the supposed scientific evidence favoring evolution 
and long ages of time. The fact is, however, that there is no real scientific evidence for 
evolution at all. Furthermore, the weight of genuine scientific data (as distinct from 
scientific opinion) supports a recent creation. The following comments (all items of which 
are thoroughly documented in modern creation-science literature) supports a recent 
creation. The following comments (all items of which are thoroughly documented in 
modern creation-science literature) summarize some of this evidence. 

In the first place, science, as such, cannot speak with certainty about prehistoric events, 
since they can neither be observed nor reproduced in the laboratory. The oldest 
historical records, apart from the Bible, only go back about 4,500 years, so it is not 
possible for “science” to prove earlier events or dates. (It is interesting to note that many 
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creationists hold the view that the flood, based upon the genealogies found in Genesis, 
must have occurred about 2500 BC, 4,500 years ago!) Thus, different scholars can 
interpret facts related to origins according to their own preferred world view, evolution or 
creation. The only way to know for sure which is right is by the testimony of the One who 
was there! In God’s response in Job 38:4-7 to the puny advice of Job’s friends, He asked 
this question: 

“‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you have understanding, 
Who set its measurements, since you know? 
Or who stretched the line on it? 
On what were its bases sunk? 
Or who laid its cornerstone, 
When the morning stars sang together, 
And all the sons of God shouted for joy?’” 

So-called “scientific” concepts cannot refute the inspired record of the Bible. In fact, 
although science cannot prove or disprove the Biblical account of creation, all the known 
facts of science correlate much better with the Genesis record of a recent special 
creation and a catastrophic worldwide flood than with either ancient or modern 
evolutionary speculations. 

Secondly, no “vertically upward” evolution, from one kind of organism to another of 
higher complexity, has ever been observed in all human history, although many existing 
kinds have become extinct in historic times. Each kind either reproduces after its kind, 
exactly as specified in Genesis One, or else deteriorates, in some cases even becoming 
extinct. In all the billions of fossils documented in the geologic records, no creatures with 
transitional structure (e.g., scales becoming feathers, legs becoming wings, half 
developed hearts) have ever been found. Thus, past life forms, as well as present living 
creatures, may have varied horizontally at the same level of complexity, but they never 
evolved into higher kinds, so far as all evidence indicates. 

And finally, the basic laws of change in nature, in fact the best substantiated laws of 
science, are the laws of science, are the laws of conservation of quantity and decay of 
quality, also known as the first and Second Laws of Thermodynamics. These two laws 
correspond precisely to the theological principles of the completed creation and the 
curse on the creation (Genesis 3:17-20), but they explicitly contradict the evolutionary 
concepts of continuing innovation and increasing complexity in nature. While it is true 
that some systems increase in complexity (e.g., bricks and lumber becoming a building, 
seeds becoming trees), such processes invariably require highly complex pre-designed 
plans and mechanisms, which never originate by chance as evolution requires. 

In conclusion, if careful investigation and comparison is made of given scientific facts 
(not theories) and the account of creation found in the literal interpretation of God’s 
Word, both the biblical and scientific evidences fully support God’s own divinely 
inscribed testimony that “in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea 
and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day” (Exodus 20:11). This primeval 
creation week has been observed all over the world since the dawn of history and is 
itself a testimony to the integrity of the Genesis record. The day, the month, and the year 
all have an astronomical basis, but the only reason everyone (even those who do not 
believe in creation) keeps time in weeks is that God did! 
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Most people today reject God’s Word, especially His testimony of creation, because they 
do not want to acknowledge Him as their Maker, Sustainer and coming Judge, preferring 
to live their own lives with no divine restraints or accountability. We are reminded of the 
words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:19-20: 

“For it is written, 
‘I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, 
AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.’ 
Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” 

Man’s disbelief is tragically short-sighted and will lead to eternal loss, if they do not 
repent. 

“What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of 
God, will it? May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be 
found a liar” (Romans 3:3,4). 

Whether they believe it or not, the Bible is God’s inerrant word, containing no mistake of 
any sort. It contains scores of scientific truths and insights, far antedating their discovery 
by modern scientists. In particular, its magnificent historical record of creation, the fall, 
the flood, the dispersion and other events of primeval history is fully accurate, supported 
by all genuine scientific and historical data. This record thus provides the solid 
foundation for all subsequent events of human history, culminating in the miraculous 
birth, life, death, resurrection and future reign of the Lord Jesus Christ-our Great Creator, 
Savior and eternal King. 

GOD'S DESIGN FOR MEN IN CHRIST 

Introduction 
Many people are confused over the proper roles of men and women in the church. With 
the feminist movement gaining momentum and pressing into evangelical thought, many 
churches have focused attention on the issues surrounding women's roles in the church. 
However, one should ask how churches could be persuaded by feminist ideals in the 
first place? Is it an agreement with their doctrines or is it a reaction to another issue 
which makes feminism attractive? It has been said that if men were fulfilling their Biblical 
roles, there would be no fuel for the feminist momentum. Perhaps it is time that we take 
an honest look at the role of men, as described in the Bible, to see if our contemporary 
models truly match God's eternal standard. 

What is the Biblical role for a man? God's Design for Men in Christ will answer that 
question from the Biblical point of view. At Grace Church, we believe that it is the 
responsibility of every man to examine his leadership style, and humbly determine 
whether it models that of Jesus Christ, or that of the world. 

What God Established at Creation 
In order to understand the role of men in Christ today, we must first understand the role 
which man was created by God to fulfill. To do so, we must turn to the pages of Genesis 
to find God's master design for all relationships. 
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Harmonious Relationship 
In Genesis 1:26-28, we find the first description of God's creation of man. These verses 
are an overview of creation, and give us the purpose which God intends for both man 
and woman. 

In these verses, we find that God made both man and woman unique among all of 
creation, to live in a harmonious relationship, working together to accomplish His 
will. 
First, these verses show us that man is unique among all of God's creation. The 
announcement of Genesis 1:26 brings the creation account to its pinnacle. God says, 
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule… over all 
the earth.” While all of creation reflects the glory of God, mankind alone is made in His 
image. Man was made to mirror a personal reflection of the character of God. 

Man, as described in Genesis 1:26-28, speaks of both male and female. Both man and 
woman were made in the image of God. As such, they participate equally in reflecting 
His glory; revealing His image. 

Second, man and woman are to work together to accomplish God's will. Verses 26 and 
28 both say that they are equally blessed and given the charge to “be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it.” They are both told to rule over the rest of 
God's creation. This rule over creation is not to be a male dominated autocracy, but a 
unified co-regency between the man and woman. Both are given the task of doing God's 
will. 

In order for Adam and Eve to fulfill God's command, cooperation was necessary. They 
must live in a harmonious relationship. 
This is a fundamental point in understanding God's design. Males are not superior to 
females in God's creation. In the pursuit of reflecting God's glory and doing God's work, 
men do not have an edge over women. Rather, men must work together with women in 
Harmonious Relationships to accomplish God's will, not their independent goals. 
Headship Responsibility 
While God created men and women to bear His image equally, He also made them 
distinct from each other. God created the first human relationship with an order and 
design which also bears His image, and is seen in the function of each person in the 
relationship. Adam is given the role of Headship Responsibility, while Eve is given the 
role of Submissive Accountability. 

Genesis 1 gave us the overview of creation, but Genesis 2 is more specific, revealing 
the order of creation and the function, or role, for which man and woman were each 
created. Adam was created first, then Eve (Genesis 2:7-18). Adam alone is given the 
charge to name all the animals prior to Eve's existence (2:19-20). And when Eve is later 
created from his side, God's design is perceived by Adam when he awakes and 
responds by naming her Isshah (“out of man” - 2:22-23). 

Most scholars agree that the priority of Adam's creation, as well as the function he 
performs, are demonstrations of God's design for his Headship. In addition, the human 
race bears the God-given name man (1:26). That name is no accident, rather it reflects 
God's careful purpose and design of God in establishing the headship of Adam from 
whom every other human has descended (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:21-22). While in position 
God created men and women as equals, He has given man the role of headship. 
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Man's headship can also be seen in the responsibility he has for sin. After Adam and 
Eve both sinned, God addresses Adam and asks “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:8-9). 
God is omniscient, so He knows both what had happened and where Adam was. The 
question is one of accountability, and it is addressed to Adam alone. This is further 
emphasized in God's rebuke to Adam:  

Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying 'You shall not eat 
from it', 
 Cursed is the ground because of you…” (emphasis added). 

God clearly holds Adam responsible for sin, and the consequence is a curse to all of 
creation (v17, cf. Romans. 5:12; 8:18-22), over which God had given him Headship 
Responsibility. 

The Biblical roles of headship and submission have nothing to do with position before 
God. Remember that Genesis 1 clearly states that both man and woman were made in 
God's image (1:26,27). Positionally, both are equal before God. The roles of headship 
and submission, rather, have to do with God's order and design of creation, which also 
bears His image. 

God Himself displays to us that in order for equals to live in harmony with each other, 
there must be functional authority and submission. 

While the Son is equal to the Father in every possible way positionally (John 1:14; 
10:30), He is always seen in the role of submission, never doing anything on His own 
initiative (John 5:30; 8:28, 42; 10:18; 12:49; 14:10), but always being subject to the 
Father's will (John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38). Why? Paul gives us insight in 1 Corinthians 15:27, 
where he says that in the end, when all things are fully subjected to the Son, then the 
Son Himself will also be subject to the One who subjected all things to Him, that God 
may be all in all! The perfect harmony of the Trinity is dependent on the roles of 
authority and submission, and this continues into eternity! 

So we see that in God's master design, man and woman are created for a Harmonious 
Relationship, coming together to do God's will. At the same time, the man is created for 
Headship Responsibility, to lead the relationship in the direction which glorifies God at 
all times. 
What Sin Brought at the Fall 
Genesis 3 records the first sin by man. Not only did this sin bring separation from God, it 
also had a destructive effect on the harmonious relationship God designed for man and 
woman. 

We are not told how Adam and Eve related to each other prior to the fall, but we do 
know that without sin the outworking of harmony, for which they had been created, was 
perfect. Since they were created to do God's will, neither sought an individual agenda. 
Since Adam was created to display headship in the image of God, his leadership was 
loving and sacrificial (John 3:35; 5:20; 10:17). And since Eve was created to be Adam's 
corresponding helper, there was perfect union. Evidently, Adam and Eve functioned in 
perfect harmony, in the image of God, until they sinned. 

Adam's sin brought grave consequences. First he is told that he will die (Genesis 3:19). 
God reminds Adam that this consequence is exactly what he had been told (3:17, cf. 
2:17). In other words, because Adam violated God's direct command, he died. But not 
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only him, Eve died too, just as every living man and woman since. Why? Because as 
Adam was given headship responsibility, when he sinned the consequences of that sin 
fell on every person who would come from him. 

Adam's sin brought another set of consequences. God reminded him that he had 
“listened to the voice of (his) wife…” (3:17). In doing so, Adam abandoned the headship 
for which he was created. When he did this, he sinned, and his harmonious relationship 
with Eve was forfeited. 

The consequence of this sin had already been described to Eve (3:16), so there was no 
need to repeat it to Adam. What God does show Adam is his responsibility for it (3:17). 
Adam abandoned his headship. Because of that, man and woman could no longer 
function perfectly in the image of God. When God told Eve that her desire would be for 
her husband (3:16), He showed her how she also had stepped outside of her created 
role. This desire would be to control him (cf. 4:7), not a loving desire to be with him. The 
consequence of her sin would be a continual desire to function outside of her role of 
submission. Adam's response to her would be no less sinful. When God said “…And he 
shall rule over you” (3:16), He is pointing to Adam's neglect of godly leadership. This is 
not the same harmonious rule that God commanded (1:28), but an ungodly, dominating 
control over her life! We have seen the horrible fulfillment of male domination over 
women throughout history. And it has affected every other relationship man has known. 

Sin brought a total destruction the harmonious relationship God designed for men and 
women. Men no longer exercise loving leadership, harmoniously directing the 
relationship in the path of God's will. Rather, they attempt to lord and dominate towards 
their own selfish desires. And women do not seek to be submissive helpers, but rather 
subversive controllers. Neither have God's will in mind; only self interest and self 
satisfaction. It is a problem only the grace of God can help us overcome. 

What Christ Restores in Salvation 
Because of sin, man lost the ability to lead a harmonious relationship. In Christ, 
however, every man has the ability to see his relationships restored to the created 
design of God. 

First, Christ becomes the model for his headship. For example, in Ephesians 5:23, men 
are called to look at Christ as the model for headship in their marriage relationships. 
Paul says as Christ loved the church (over whom He is head - 5:23), love your wife. Give 
her your full sacrificial love. This will be discussed further in the next section, but it is 
imperative that men look to Christ as their leadership model. 

Second, the Holy Spirit, who indwells every believer (Romans 8:9) provides the power 
for restored headship. No believer can have restored relationships, as Paul discusses in 
Ephesians 5:22-6:9, unless he is continually being filled or controlled by the Holy Spirit 
(5:18). This will produce the humble attitude of being submissive to each other in the 
fear of Christ (5:21), as Paul shows, is the key to establishing God honoring, harmonious 
relationships. 
Godly Headship in the Home 
While not every man aspires to be a leader in the church or in business, every man is 
called by God to exercise Headship Responsibility in his home. And, while every man is 
different in personality and skill, the Bible has one standard which any believer can 
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follow. In Ephesians 5:25-26a, Paul sets that standard when says “love your wives, just 
as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify 
her…” 

The restoration of Headship Responsibility begins as men faithfully model the sacrificial 
love of Jesus Christ in their marriages. First, husbands are to give themselves up for 
their wives. A husband's personal goals, hobbies, likes and dislikes are to be laid down 
in order to serve his wife. Husbands are not to use the bonds of marriage to suit their 
own ends or get their own way. That is not Biblical leadership, it's bullying coercion. 

Biblical leadership never gives a man the right to get his own way, rather it gives him the 
responsibility to see that God's will is done in every relationship he leads. That is why 
Paul continues by showing the goal of this love, always looking for ways that he might 
sanctify his wife (5:26) or set her apart for God. 

Peter agrees that domination produces an ungodly marriage. In 1 Peter 3:7 he says that 
men are to “live with your wives in an understanding way.” A believing husband is to be 
a straight-A student of his wife. Here is sacrificial love. Striving to understand rather than 
be understood always takes personal sacrifice. And, Peter adds, understand her “as with 
a weaker vessel.” While some think that Peter is pointing out her deficiencies, it is better 
to understand that he is exalting her worth. Weaker vessels were often the most 
expensive, such as china plates are today. Peter is saying live sacrificially with her, 
without sacrificing your opinion of her. 

Peter goes on to say that husbands are to “grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace 
of life so that your prayers be not hindered.” In other words, husbands are not to be 
prideful, but are to live in humility before their wives. Granting her honor as a fellow heir 
of the grace of life is the same as saying “See her as your equal before God!” A husband 
who refuses to do this not only hinders his relationship with his wife, but with God as 
well. How? Peter says his prayers will be hindered. This is probably due to the pride in 
his life, which makes him think he is above his wife! (cf. 1 Peter 5:5). 

The husband's primary responsibility in restoring headship responsibility is to become a 
servant like Christ. He must give himself up for the best of his wife, always looking to see 
God's will accomplished in her life, rather than his own wishes met. In contrast to what 
many men may think, sacrificial service does not destroy the headship role of a 
husband, rather it is the only way to restore headship the way God intended it. 

Men not only dominate their wives at home, but their children as well. In Paul's day, a 
father could abuse his children without penalty, even sell them into slavery if he so 
desired. So Paul tells fathers to have the same humble leadership towards their children, 
by not provoking them to wrath (Ephesians 6:4). Fathers are to put away personal rights 
for the benefit of their children. They are to be leaders, seeing God's will done in their 
family, as they, “bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” 

Perhaps the restoration of headship responsibility is most desperately needed in the 
home. Sociological studies continue to link the destruction of our society to the 
deterioration of the home. And as home life decays, so does the next generation of 
leadership in the church, for church leaders must first be godly leaders in their homes (1 
Timothy 3:4-5). 
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Godly Headship in the Church 
Men who are called to lead the Church are also called to be model servants. In John 
13:16, Jesus reminded the future apostles of the Church that they are not greater than 
Him… right after giving them a vivid object lesson of sacrificial love (13:1-15). 

The most picturesque description of church leadership is found in a word which is used 
primarily to describe their activity: shepherd. The New Testament takes this analogy 
from a common occupation of first century life in Palestine. Everyone knew the life of a 
shepherd: the long, hard hours; the life threatening situations; and the care and 
protection of animals which never seemed to learn. But a good shepherd was willing to 
make great sacrifices for his sheep (John 10). 

Paul called the elders of Ephesus to be model shepherds (Acts 20:28). Peter reminded 
shepherds to do their work “voluntarily, …with eagerness; …proving to be examples to 
the flock” (1 Peter 5:1-3). In other words, leaders in the church are to be the best 
examples of sacrificial service. Peter also exhorted the younger men to be clothed with 
the same attitudes and actions of humility (1 Peter 5:5). 

Men who are natural leaders in the marketplace do not always make good leaders in the 
church. Their goals are often different, as are their methods. Jesus said they lord their 
authority over people (Matthew 20:27). As was demonstrated in Genesis 3:16, lording or 
domination is a result of sin, not a measure of success. Christlike headship in the church 
is not seen in the man who can persuade the most people to follow his opinions, but the 
one who demonstrates how to serve others to the extent that Jesus came “… to serve, 
and to give His life…” (Matthew 20:25-28). It shall not be so among you… the greatest 
leader will be the greatest servant! 

The authority for leaders in the church is not inherent in a position, but delegated by God 
and demonstrated though obedience to His word. A godly shepherd will never impose 
his will on someone, but gently and patiently lead the sheep to follow the voice of the 
Great shepherd (John 10; 2 Timothy 4:2). 

Summary 
Modern society is suffering from an epidemic of leadership. But while the world wades in 
confusion over the role of men and women, men in Christ have the ability to become 
godly leaders and see their relationships prosper. 

In Jesus Christ, we have the forgiveness of sin which makes possible the restoration of 
God's design for our relationships. In Him we also have the perfect model of loving 
leadership which can restore both the Harmonious Relationships and the Headship 
Responsibility for which we were made. And through submitting to the Holy Spirit we 
have the power to see it accomplished. No man who is a follower of Christ is exempt 
from the responsibility of seeing God's design worked out in all of his relationships. 
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GOD'S DESIGN FOR WOMEN IN CHRIST 

The Current Situation 
There are few issues facing the church today that are in need of greater clarity than the 
roles of men and women. Since the 1960's, the American scene has been dominated by 
an attempt to remove all obstacles to perceived equality among people. Originally cast 
as a vehicle to rid the country of hatred and prejudice, the Equal Rights movement has 
now turned its assault on the traditional values of Biblical relationships. Through the 
pursuit of absolute equality, without regard to the responsibility of roles, the very 
structure which God established to hold a society together is being destroyed. 

Unfortunately, as history has repeatedly demonstrated, the shifting values of society are 
having a greater impact on the Church than the Church, with the stabilizing influence of 
God's Word, is having on the world. At the heart of many views is a practice of imposing 
today's standards of equality onto the pages of Scripture in order to arrive at a pre-
determined conclusion. 

At Grace Church, we believe that it is every believer's responsibility to be conformed to 
the standards of Scripture, regardless of society's views. Our objective is to honor God's 
creative design for women by examining His revealed will in the Scriptures, and put that 
will to practice in the Church as a light to the world. We believe that God's design has 
truly liberated women to be all that God intended them to be, in all of their dignity, beauty 
and usefulness in His kingdom. 

The Confusion over Position and Role; Equality and Submission 
The whole debate over women's roles in the church spins from the current hub of 
confusion over the difference between equality of position and equality of roles. The 
major thought today says that if two people are equal in position, it naturally follows that 
they should be equal in the roles of their relationship. For example, some say that since 
a man and woman are created as equals in their position before God, then there should 
be no headship and submission in their roles as husband and wife. Or, if men and 
women are equal before Christ, they should be able to function in identical roles in the 
church. Submission, for them, is seen as the act of a person of inferior quality or status. 

The problem is that this thought is not Biblical. Being equal in position does not demand 
equality of roles. And being submissive to another person does not mean that one is 
inferior. The best illustration of this point is seen in the position and role of Jesus Christ. 
In fact, He must be the starting point for every believer who desires to understand the 
difference between their position as a fellow heir with all the saints, and the God 
ordained role for their relationships in life. 
Jesus' Position: Equality with the Father 
The Bible makes it clear that Jesus is God. As such, in essence and person, the Father 
and Son are equal. John 10:30 is perhaps the clearest statement of this fact, when 
Jesus states “I and the Father are one.” The Bible also makes it clear that His equality 
was not something given to Him, nor could it ever be taken away. He is equal because 
of who He is (cf. John 1:1 ff.). And because He knew He could never lose His equality 
with God, He willingly became the greatest of servants, submitting Himself to the 
humiliation of the cross. That is the point of Philippians 2:6-7, where Paul says He “did 
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not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form 
of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.” 
Jesus' Role: Submission to the Father 
While Jesus is truly God, equal in all aspects, we also find in the pages of Scripture that 
He is submissive to the Father. He never does anything on His own initiative (John 5:30; 
8:28, 42; 10:18; 12:49; 14:10), He is subject at all times to the Fathers will (John 4:34; 
5:30; 6:38). He never operates out of this role, otherwise the Trinity would experience 
anarchy. 

This role of submission was not limited to Jesus' earthly ministry. In 1 Corinthians 15, we 
see that all things are put in subjection to Him, except of course, the Father (v27). 
Furthermore, Paul adds, “when all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself 
also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, that God may be all in 
all.” In other words, Jesus' role of submission carries on into eternity. And when the 
fullest expression of the Trinity is seen in eternity, the roles of that relationship are never 
distorted. The Son, to whom all things are subject, is Himself subject to the Father. 

So then, in Jesus Christ we have the perfect example of someone who is equal in 
position to someone, yet submissive at the same time in the role of His relationship to 
that same person. 

When we come to God's Word, we find the same relationship described between men 
and women. Before God, they have equality in position or personhood. But, in the roles 
which God created them to fulfill, there is authority and submission which is carefully 
designed to preserve the unity of their relationships. 
Back to the Beginning: God's Creation of Women 
In Genesis 1, it is clear that women are created equal to men. Verse 27 is God's own 
commentary on this equality, “And God created man in His own image, in the image of 
God He created him; male and female he created them.” All of mankind is created in the 
image of God. Neither man nor woman is given more or less of God's image. That is the 
big picture. As fellow human beings in their standing before God, men and women are 
equal. 

Genesis 2 moves from the big picture of creation, to the details. In this chapter we find 
Adam alone in the Garden. In this chapter we also find God forming Eve from Adam's 
side. And, in verses 18-25, the roles of the relationship between Adam and Eve are 
defined. Eve was created to be his helper (v18, 20). While positionally equal with Adam, 
Eve is given a role of service as his wife. 

The role of service is not second class. It is not a put down. The same word is used to 
describe how God helps us at times (Exodus 18:4; Deuteronomy 33:7). And in Genesis 
2, it is used to describe the purpose for which Eve was created, to be a helper to Adam. 
That is her God-given role. 

Genesis 3 is the first time Eve stepped out of her role as helper to Adam. When 
deceived in the Garden about the forbidden fruit, she took the lead and ate it. In addition, 
she thought that by eating, she could step beyond her role of a created being, and 
become like God (v5, 6). When God rebuked Eve (v16), he told her of the consequences 
of this sin: that her desire would be for her husband. In 4:7, this same verb is used to 
describe the desire of control. In other words, the natural consequence of her sin would 
be a continual desire to control her husband, rather than fulfill her created role of helper. 
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“But,” God adds, “He shall rule over you.” By this one sin, the natural harmony which 
God had created for their relationship was destroyed. History has attested to the ongoing 
power struggle between husband and wives. The obvious message to Eve, and to 
women of all ages, is to never violate the role for which God created them. That will be 
their desire, but that desire is sin. 

So then, from the beginning the Bible shows that women are created as equals to men, 
while being given a supportive role in their relationships. Because of sin they will 
continually try to usurp that role, leading to further sin and the destruction of the harmony 
God intended. A godly woman understands that while she is created equal to her 
husband, she must still function in the role of submission to him. 
Signs of the Times: The Rabbis' View of Women 
When we come to the writings of the Rabbis, the Jewish scholars, we can begin to 
comprehend the effects of sin on the role of women, even among God's people. In their 
writings we find no comprehension of the equality of women as persons, only the 
domination of men over them, just as God told Eve (Genesis 3:16). As we read their 
thoughts, we also begin to appreciate Jesus' approach to the women of His time. 

The sources of Jewish thought about women are primarily the legal writings of the 
Jewish nation, the Talmud and the Mishnan. While the Talmud was not completed until 
the fifth century AD, and the Mishnan in the second century AD, both reflect the oral 
traditions of the Jewish nation from as early as the third century BC. 

In these writings, the Rabbis described women as lazy, stupid and vain. A woman's 
words held little weight in court, about as much as a Gentile slave. Men were warned 
against spending too much time talking to women. One writer thought it better to destroy 
the words of the Torah by fire than to teach them to a women. 

These writings show us the danger of not recognizing woman's created position of 
equality. Men are allowed to become proud and wrongly exert their authority over 
women. But surely the correction of that mind-set should not be an obliteration of the 
roles, as we see today. The Bible never authorizes one to disregard his own 
responsibility just because someone else has disregarded theirs. 

True Liberation: Freedom to Fulfill God's Design for Relationships 
Jesus' View of Women 
Jesus had a very high view of women, God's view, and demonstrated it openly before 
the men of His day. For instance, He cut through the cultural climate by talking openly 
with women, even telling Martha that she should stop her “duties,” and like her sister 
Mary, come listen to Him (Luke 10:38-42). It was to a woman that He openly stated that 
He was Messiah (John 4), speaking to her first before talking to men of the town. He 
even had women followers as He traveled from town to town proclaiming the Kingdom of 
God (Luke 8:1-3). And, although a woman's testimony lacked credibility in the court 
system of His day, it was to a woman named Mary Magdalene that Jesus first appeared 
after His resurrection (John 20:11-18), allowing her to make the announcement to the 
world that Jesus truly is alive! 

Jesus demolished the cultural view of women before the Biblical scholars of His day. In 
many ways He liberated women from the stronghold of male domination simply by 
making clear the positional equality of those who were otherwise viewed as 
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possessions. But, He never encouraged or allowed a woman to step out of her created 
role (cf. John 2:4). He had no women leaders or teachers among his group of twelve. He 
placed none of the women, who faithfully followed Him, into positions over any of the 
men. While truly liberating women, he retained the bounds of God's designed roles. 
Paul's View of Women 
Paul also demonstrated the Biblical view of the equality of women in their position or 
personhood. This is stated best in Galatians 3:28, where Paul says, “There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Some have taken this verse to mean that God has now abolished the roles of men and 
women in society. But Paul was not abolishing the roles of men and women any more 
than he was freeing the slave or renouncing nationalities. The context is talking about all 
those who belong to Christ, or a person's standing before God. All those who belong to 
Christ are Abraham's children, and receive the benefits of the promise. The Jews 
historically thought it was for them alone, or at least through them (John 8:31 ff.). Paul is 
showing that this is faulty thinking. Physical, social or national characteristics did not 
affect right standing before God, only faith in Christ Jesus (v26). Function and role will 
continue to be different among God's people, as will physical attributes, desires, etc. 

Paul made it clear that he understood the distinct roles of men and women in marriage 
(Ephesians 5:22-33). He also made it clear that He understood the distinct roles of men 
and women in the church (1 Timothy 2:8-15). While he elevated women to the place 
where they could participate in the public teaching (“let a woman quietly receive 
instruction” - 1 Timothy 2:11), he did not let that participation go beyond the role which 
God created for them (“But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a 
man” - 2:12). This was not based on personal bias or cultural inconsistency, but on 
Creation and God's ordained roles (2:13-15). 

Women at Grace Church 
Grace Church holds to what the Bible teaches about the equality of women: that women 
stand before God as equal to men, being made in His image. Women are fellow heirs of 
the grace of life (1 Peter 3:7), not second class citizens of God's kingdom. Women are 
gifted by the Holy Spirit (Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12) and empowered by Him to do 
God's will (Ephesians 5:15-21) in exactly the same way as men are. Women shared in 
the early church's struggle for the progress of the Gospel (Philippians 4:1-3; cf. Romans 
16), and will continue in that same struggle in the church today. As such, we believe that 
women fulfill a vital part of the ministry in the work of building God's church. Grace 
Church holds every woman who serves her Lord Jesus Christ and His Church in the 
highest regard. And many are serving here in strategic ministries. 

Grace Church also holds to what the Bible teaches about the responsibility of everyone, 
whether man or woman, to serve God according to the roles which He has established. 
As such, we will not elevate women to positions of leadership which are not Biblical. We 
will not place women in ministries where they are called upon to teach the Bible to, or 
exercise authority over, men (1 Timothy 2:12). We will not appoint women as pastors or 
elders, because that is not God's design (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). We continue to 
hold that wives are to be in a role of submission to their own husbands, because that is 



33 

commanded in Scripture, and is the appropriate response for a woman in Christ 
(Ephesians 5:22; Colossians 3:18; 1 Peter 3:1). 

We believe that it is the mandate of the Church to hold the Biblical standard high. We do 
so as a matter of obedience to Him, as a matter of blessing to women and as a matter of 
testimony to the world. Our view of women in Christ is based on God's design, not on 
cultural demands. It is the design which God created for women to fulfill, and therefore is 
the one which God blesses. It is the design which promotes unity in every relationship. 
And, it is the design that Christ Himself demonstrated, being equal with, yet submissive 
to the Father. Only in following Christ's example will women truly glorify God in all that 
they do (1 Corinthians 10:31), and know the liberating fulfillment of all God has created 
them to be. 
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PHILOSOPHY OF WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY 

Purpose of this Philosophy Statement 
1. To clarify what the Bible has to say about worship so that our ministry can be 

examined in light of scripture. 
2. To ensure unity, effective communication, and continuity from one leader to the 

next through the use of a written statement. 
3. To distribute this statement to everyone serving in the worship and music 

ministry so that they understand the Biblical philosophy and its implementation. 
4. To supplement the job description of the Minister of Worship / Music–any 

potential candidate should understand and agree to support this statement. 
5. To support the Grace Church Elders’ responsibility to ensure that our worship 

and music ministry remains Biblical via periodic comparison of the actual ministry 
to the stated principles and applications in this statement. 

6. To clarify our positions regarding previous decisions of the Elders regarding this 
ministry that were not clearly documented (i.e. the use of outside, paid 
musicians). 

7. To focus attention on missing ingredients in our historical philosophy that are not 
currently being implemented. 

8. To create a written philosophy statement that can be added to the Church 
Constitution as an addendum. 

Introduction 
To create this philosophy statement, the Grace Church Music Committee has attempted 
to examine every biblical passage pertaining to worship and music. While there are 
numerous references to worship and music in both testaments, it is interesting to note 
that the Old Testament brings to light an emphasis on corporate worship, while the New 
Testament tends to emphasize personal and private worship. Based on our study of the 
Scriptural models of corporate worship and the ways the church has historically applied 
them, we have documented those principles that we can apply to the planning and 
administration of our own worship services. 
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Principle #1 
Because worship is the ultimate priority for the church, the reason man was 
created, the reason regenerate man was redeemed, and the culmination of 
history… 
Exodus 20:2-5; Isaiah 43:21; Mark 12:29-30; John 4:23; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 5:13-14 
Application for corporate worship: 

We need to understand and implement God’s design for worship at Grace Church, 
as follows: 

1. OT worship was accompanied by reverential awe and fear (bowing down)… 
2 Kings 17:36; 1 Chronicles 16:25; Job 1:20; Psalm 5:7; 96:4, 9 
NT worship was offered in fear, awe, and devotion (bowing down)… 
Matthew 8:2; 9:18; 14:32-33; 28:8-9 

2. OT worship included adoration and thanksgiving… 
Genesis 24:48; Exodus 12:27; Judges 7:15; 1 Chronicles 29:13-14; Psalm 89:1; 
92:1,4; 95:6-7; 138:2 

3. OT and NT worship included obedience and service… 
Joshua 5:14; 1 Samuel 1:27-28; 15:22; Romans 12:1, 9-11; 14:15,18; 15:15-16; 
Hebrews 12:28-29 

4. OT worship included confession that God is right and my sin is wrong… 
Joshua 7:19; 1 Samuel 15:30-31; 2 Samuel 12:19-20; Psalm 51:15-17 

5. OT and NT worship included sacrificial acts… 
Deuteronomy 26:10; 2 Kings 17:36; 1 Chronicles 16:29; 2 Chronicles 29:28; Acts 
4:36-37; Philippians 4:15-18; Hebrews 13:16 

6. OT and NT worship included praise… 
1 Chronicles 16:9,23-28; 2 Chronicles 29:30; Psalm 29:2; 66:3-6; 71:22-23; 89:1; 
Psalm 108:1; Hebrews 13:15; Revelation 5:9-13; 15:3 

7. OT worship included public prayer… 
1 Chronicles 29:11-20 

8. OT and NT worship included the public reading of scripture… 
Nehemiah 8:5-6; 1 Timothy 4:13 

9. OT worship included musical instruments–strings, winds, and 
percussion… 
2 Samuel 6:5; 1 Chronicles 15:16; 25:6; 2 Chronicles 5:12-14; 7:6; 29:25-28; 
Nehemiah 12:27 

10. OT and NT worship included corporate and private singing… 
Exodus 15:1; 1 Chronicles 16:9,23; Psalm 66:1-2; 71:22-23; 81:1; 89:1; 92:1; 
108:1; Mark 14:26; Ephesians 5:19-20; Colossians 3:16 
(The following passages are also thought to have been early Church songs: 
Philippians 2:6-11; Colossians 1:15-20; 1 Timothy 3:16; 2 Timothy 2:11-13) 
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Principle #2 
Because worship is a celebration of God, His works and His character… 
2 Samuel 6:5; 1 Chronicles 15:16; 2 Chronicles 29:30; Psalm 81:1; 92:4 
Applications for corporate worship: 

Our services should lift our worship perspective up to the level of God, and not down 
to the level of mankind. 

Worship should be full of joyful energy and expression in our music and praise. The 
music we use must be musically uplifting as well as textually edifying. Stale, dead 
music does not promote healthy worship. 

Music should show newness and creativity and engender the sense of awe and 
wonder that God deserves. 

Our worship should include enthusiastic singing and music accompanied by 
instruments, voice and JOY! 

Notes 

By stale music or worship we mean that which has become so routine and lifeless that 
the congregation finds it difficult to concentrate on the truth conveyed therein. We need 
to be creative enough in our design of services and selection of songs and meditations 
to invoke fresh thinking regarding GodÕs character and nature, yet familiar enough to 
allow focus on God, not the newness of the material. 

Principle #3 
Because worship is offered solely for God’s enjoyment and pleasure, and because 
He is jealous to receive the sole worship of His creation according to His 
prescription… 
Exodus 20:4-5; Leviticus 10:1-2; 2 Chronicles 5:13; Psalm 50:22-23; Mark 7:7-9; 
Romans 1:25-26 
Applications for corporate worship: 

We need to make sure that each person up front has as their goal performing for an 
audience of one–God! We must never seek to entertain man. 

Because they offer their worship to God, not men, there is no need to applaud 
individuals or groups who perform visibly in worship services. Besides, many others 
would also need to be recognized because they also offer acceptable worship 
behind the scenes–ushers, teachers, nursery workers, custodians, etc 

Worship music must have God as the subject, not human beings. When testimony 
songs are utilized, they should contain a strong emphasis on God’s character and 
should leave the worshipper with a clear picture of God, not man or the individual 
singing. 

Many styles can be used, as long as they are conducive to letting God be the 
subject! 

Battles over music or worship styles miss the point that worship is to and for God. 
When worship becomes something for my benefit, it becomes idolatry. The style of 
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singing or playing should never draw attention to one’s gift or person. We must not 
draw attention away from God. 

Those leading in worship and music should maintain a modest appearance and 
dress that does not distract worshipers from offering their worship to God. 

Because worship is a personal sacrifice to God, no worship task or assignment 
should be “beneath” someone who is truly serving God. 

Our corporate worship services should be set apart from announcements and 
“business” issues to maintain a clear focus upon God, not man. 

Our services should be designed to lead believers to worship God in spirit and truth. 
They should not be designed as “seeker” services for the lost. The best way to 
evangelize the lost in a worship service is to present “the real God in all His fullness.” 
“A profound discovery of God’s reality will subject all one’s personal beliefs and 
behaviors, priorities and sources of security to serious questioning.” (quotations from 
“Reaching Out Without Dumbing Down; A Theology of Worship For the Turn-of-the-
Century Church,” Marva Dawn, pp. 286, 288) 

When performance tracks are utilized, they should avoid the use of styles and 
instruments that draw attention away from God. If possible, accompaniment for 
vocalists should be live to allow instrumentalists to use their gifts to worship God. 

Notes 
Often times terms that apply to music are best understood by musicians. One example is 
the use of the word Òperformance.Ó Let it be known that the word performance is not 
synonymous with the word Òentertainment.Ó The word performance is the ultimate test 
and finality of discipline, training and rehearsal. In this sense to a musician, the use of 
their musical talent in a worship service is a performance. For a believer it is a 
performance intended for the audience of God, not man. 

Principle #4 
Because corporate worship had requirements for singers and musicians… 
Training and musical skill–1 Chronicles 15:22; 23:3-5; 25:6-8; 2 Chronicles 34:12b 

Set aside for music (Dedication and financial support)–Numbers 8:24-26; Deuteronomy 
14:27-29; I Chronicles 9:33; Ezra 7:24; Nehemiah 10:39; 12:27; 12:47 
Applications for corporate worship: 

We should teach those involved in our music ministry the importance of their service 
and use of their musical abilities. 

The heart of a worshiper should not be the only criteria for a musician participating in 
the corporate worship. There should also be a high level of skill and proficiency 
attached to the use of musicians in service. 

We should create a process to identify vocalists and instrumentalists with musical 
skill and then train and develop them for service. 

Because Scripture supports it, we should also be willing to financially support (when 
needed) the musicians and music ministry. 

Notes 
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The use of musicians was an important part of the corporate worship service. They were 
vital to the worship of the temple and set aside to be free to use their talents in making 
music. The use of musicians can be a positive and exciting addition to our corporate 
worship. We should be willing to honor them for their willingness to use the years of 
study and discipline in assisting corporate worship. 

Principle #5 
Because OT worship shows organization and excellence in its production… 
Up front vocalists and instrumentalists leading in music–2 Chronicles 29:28 

Organized and choreographed services–2 Chronicles 5:12-13; 7:6; Ezra 3:10 
And because acceptable worship should be conducted “decently and in order”… 
1 Corinthians 14:23,26,40 
And because OT worship that was “less-than-one’s-best” was not acceptable… 
Malachi 1:7-10 
Applications for corporate worship: 

We should strive for excellence and always bring the best sacrifice we have to offer. 

Worship and Music should be led by people who are adequately prepared and 
organized. 

Preparation, organization and execution of the worship service should be viewed as 
an act of worship as well. God desires order and excellence as a part of our daily 
lives and it should extend into our worship services. 

Notes 

There are those who would say the only requirement God has for acceptable worship is 
the heart we bring to it. For a musician, skill, preparation and excellence are a vital part 
of the heart that is brought into worship. To offer a sacrifice of praise that falls short of 
the excellence we (the body) are capable of providing, indicates a heart that is 
withholding the total worship that God desires. All of our resources, including time, 
energy, talents and finances should be a part of our corporate worship. It should also be 
noted, however, that we can go too far in setting a Òstandard of excellenceÓ that scares 
others away from developing their gifts for God. We need to balance our passion for an 
excellent sacrifice with the need to develop new people for the worship ministry. 
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Principle #6 
Because God does not accept worship when sin is unconfessed… 
Joshua 7:19-20; 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 51:15-17; Isaiah 1:11-15; Hosea 6:4-6; Amos 
5:21-24; Matthew 5:23-24 
Applications for corporate worship: 

We must not knowingly allow musicians to minister whose lives do not demonstrate 
personal holiness. 

It is each individual’s responsibility not to serve with unconfessed sin. 

Bringing “outside” musicians in to assist our worship is not inherently wrong, but 
should be carefully scrutinized for several reasons: 

Only believers worship in spirit and truth. 

God does not accept worship when sin is present in the individual’s life. 

Every person should be encouraged to use their giftedness and talents to serve 
and worship God in their own local church where they can be held accountable. 

Notes 
There are significant benefits to bringing in outside worship / music participants. For 
example, second chair instrumentalists, not qualified or comfortable to play on their own, 
get the chance to use and develop their talents for God. However, the risks associated 
with not knowing the lives of the outside participants could outweigh these benefits, and 
accordingly, reasonable effort should be made to determine their spiritual maturity and 
faithfulness. 

Principle #7 
Because we worship God in spirit (not in a temple)… 
John 4:21-24; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Philippians 3:3; Hebrews 9:24: 10:19-20; 1 Peter 2:5 
Applications for corporate worship: 

We should not be overly concerned with buildings, decorations, and humanly 
engineered atmosphere to “produce” worship 

Principle #8 
Because we worship God in Truth… 
Psalm 145:18; Proverbs 9:10; Hosea 6:6; John 4:21-24; 1 Corinthians 2:14 
Applications for corporate worship: 

Only the regenerate can offer acceptable worship to God. 

We should not knowingly allow the unsaved to lead. 

We should ensure theologically correct words. 

The words (theology) and the music (medium) should be compatible. 
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Principle #9 
Because corporate worship should be conducted without offence to weaker 
brothers… 
Romans 14:13-15,18; 1 Corinthians 8:11-13; Gal 5:13-14 
Applications for corporate worship: 

We will strive to be sensitive in our selections of music to avoid needlessly offending 
some. 

We will not elevate the pursuit of “musical excellence” above shepherding people 
with compassion. The people involved in the church and music ministry must have 
first priority. 

Those leading in worship and music should maintain an appearance and modesty in 
dress that will avoid temptation to “weaker brothers.” 

Principle #10 
Because Christ became relevant to man through His incarnation, and because 
Paul tells us to be all things to all men,… 
John 1:14; 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 
Applications for corporate worship: 

Music should be relevant to the congregation. Relevancy does not equal popularity; 
it means familiarity. We should use styles and texts that are capable of effective 
communication, so that the music becomes a tool the people can use in worship, not 
a hindrance to it. This music should be easily transferable to their daily, personal 
worship. 
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